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TAGS: ECE 

SUBJECT: ECE - TRANSPORTATION OF PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS 

USDA SCIENCE AND EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION (ROBERT 
GUILFOY ) HAS ASKED US TO TRANSMIT FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
TO ECE GROUP OF EXPERTS ON THE TRANSPORT OF PERISHABLE 
FOODSTUFFS: 

1 . REFERRING TO ECE DOCUMENT TRANS/GE. 1 1/R.27, ADD 1/ 

PAGE 2, THE PROPOSED MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE OF MINUS 1 DEGREE 
C FOR EGGS IS TOO CLOSE TO THE FREEZING POINT OF MINUS 

2 DEGREES C FOR EGGS. IN A REFRIGERATED VEHICLE, A 
VARIATION OF ABOUT 3 DEGREES IN TEMPERATURE INSIDE THE 
VEHICLE IS EXPECTED. ACCORDINGLY, A MAXIMUM OF MINUS 

1 DEGREE C COULD RESULT IN FREEZING OF SOME EGGS IN THE 
LOAD. IF EGGS ARE TO BE LISTED IN ANNEX 3, A MORE 
PRACTICAL MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE MIGHT BE ABOUT PLUS 

3 DEGREES C. 

2. WE WOULD NOT BE IN ACCORD WITH THE PROPOSAL TO LIST 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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LEMONS, ORANGES, AND MANDARINES AT PLUS 3 DEGREES C. 

FIRST, ANNEX 3 HAS NOT HERETOFORE INCLUDED FRUITS OR 

VEGETABLES, AND THERE HAS BEEN NO INDICATED NEED TO DO 
SO NOW. SECONDLY, THE OPTIMUM TEMPERATURE FOR SUCH 
CITRUS FRUITS VARIES WIDELY ACCORDING TO VARIETY OF FRUIT, 
GEOGRAPHICAL AREA, SEASON, AND MATURITY OF FRUIT WHEN 
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HARVESTED. TO LIST IN ANNEX 3 ALL OF THE POSSIBLE 

VARIATIONS IN MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE TEMPERATURE WOULD NOT BE 

PRACTICAL. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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